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Bradley A. Smith is the founder and Chairman of the Institute for Free Speech, a 501(c)(3) 

organization dedicated to promoting and defending American citizens’ First Amendment 

political speech rights. 

 

He is the Josiah H. Blackmore II/Shirley M. Nault Professor of Law at Capital University in 

Columbus, Ohio. He has also held academic appointments at Princeton University, West 

Virginia University, Bowling Green State University, and George Mason University. He is a cum 

laude graduate of both Kalamazoo College and Harvard Law School. 

 

From June 2000 until August 2005, Professor Smith served as Commissioner of the Federal 

Election Commission, including as Vice Chairman in 2003 and Chairman in 2004. 

 

Professor Smith has been identified as one of the 10 most cited legal scholars in the field of 

election law, with a particular emphasis on campaign finance. He is the author or co-author of 

three books on election law, most notably Unfree Speech: The Folly of Campaign Finance 

Reform (Princeton University Press 2001), and dozens of articles in leading academic journals. 

His work has been cited on multiple occasions in Supreme Court opinions pertaining to 

campaign finance.  

 

Professor Smith’s academic journal articles pertaining specifically to campaign finance law and 

administration include: 

 

Faulty Assumptions and Undemocratic Consequences of Campaign Finance Reform, 105 Yale 

Law Journal 1049 (1996). 

 

Real and Imagined Reform of Campaign Corruption, 6 Cornell Journal of Law & Public Policy 

141 (1996). 

 

Money Talks: Speech, Corruption, Equality, and Campaign Finance, 86 Georgetown Law 

Journal 45 (1997). 

 

The Sirens’ Song: Campaign Finance Reform & the First Amendment, 6 Journal of Law & 

Policy 1 (1997). 
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A Most Uncommon Cause: Thoughts on Campaign Finance Reform and a Response to Professor 

Paul, 30 Connecticut Law Review 831 (1998). 

 

Soft Money, Hard Realities: The Constitutional Prohibition on a Soft Money Ban, 24 Journal on 

Legislation 179 (1998). 

 

Some Problems With Taxpayer-Funded Political Campaigns, 148 University of Pennsylvania 

Law Review 591 (1999). 

 

Regulation and the Decline of Grassroots Politics, 50 Catholic University Law Review 1 (2000). 

 

A Toothless Anaconda: Innovation, Impotence, and Over-enforcement at the Federal Election 

Commission, 1 Election Law Journal 145 (2002) (with Stephen M. Hoersting). 

 

Searching for Corruption in all the Wrong Places, 2 Cato S. Ct. Rev. 187 (2003). 

 

McConnell v. Federal Election Commission: When Ideology Trumps Reality, Pragmatism, 3 

Election. Law Journal 345 (2004). 

 

Don’t Shoot the Messenger: The FEC, 527 Groups, and the Scope of Administrative Authority, 4 

Election Law Journal 82 (2005) (with Allison Hayward). 

 

The John Roberts Salvage Company: After McConnell, A New Court Looks to Repair the 

Constitution, 68 Ohio State Law Journal 891 (2007). 

 

Boundary Based Restrictions in Boundless Broadcast Media Markets: McConnell’s 

Underinclusive Overbreadth Analysis, 18 Stanford Law & Policy Review 240 (2007) (with Jason 

R. Owen). 

 

A Moderate, Modern Campaign Finance Reform Agenda, 12 Nexus Journal of Opinion 3 (2007). 

 

Disclosure in a Post-Citizens United Real World, 6 St. Thomas Journal of Law & Policy 257 

(2012). 

 

Separation of Campaign and State, 82 George Washington Law Review 1238 (2013). 

 

The Non-Expert Agency: Should the SEC Regulate Politics? A Response to Professors Bebchuk 

and Jackson. 3 Harvard Business Law Review 419 (2013) (with Allen Dickerson). 

 

Super PACs and the Role of “Coordination” in Campaign Finance Law, 49 Willamette Law 

Review 603 (2013).   

 

McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission: An Unlikely Blockbuster, 9 N.Y.U. Journal of 

Law & Liberty 48 (2015). 
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Why Buckley? Why a First Amendment? A Response to Professor Alschuler, 67 Florida Law 

Review 59 (2015). 

 

Politics, Money and Corruption: The Story of McConnell v. Federal Election  

  Commission, in “Election Law Stories,” (Joshua Douglas & Eugene Mazo, eds.) (2016). 

 

The Academy, Campaign Finance, & Free Speech Under Fire, 25 Journal of Law & Policy 227 

(2017). 

 

Finding the Radicalism in Citizens United v. FEC, 41 Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy 1 

(2018). 

 

Feckless: A Critique of Criticism of the Federal Election Commission Structure, and a Lesson 

for the Administration of Campaign Finance and Election Law, 26 George Mason University 

Law Review __ (forthcoming 2020). 

 


